
It's been 365 days since the coronavirus pandemic forced STAIR to
suspend in-person tutoring. Both hard to believe and impossible to
forget, in nearly equal measure. 

The world is certainly a much different place today than it was on
March 12, 2020, but for STAIR, the important things haven't
changed: the dedication of our wonderful volunteers, the support
of our community partners, and the thrill of sharing the joy of
reading with second graders.

STAIR At Home grew out of our desire to offer our students and
their grown-ups a way to continue their reading adventures in
safety and with more flexibility, mindful of the unprecedented
challenges families were (and still are) facing as a result of the
global health crisis. 

We're incredibly proud of STAIR At Home, and we're so fortunate to
have had so many helpers along on this journey with us.

Our volunteers, who have worked tirelessly to ensure students stay
engaged and encouraged; our STAIR At Home families, who have
embraced this program in ways that have exceeded our wildest
expectations; our partners in education at Anne Arundel County
Public Schools, who have gone above and beyond in their efforts
to assist us; our community partners and donors, who have
continued to offer their generous financial support; and our
amazing second grader readers, who have been such bright lights
and are improving their reading skills every day.

No matter what the next 365 days has in store, STAIR will keep
moving forward for the benefit of our students!
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news from stair at home
STAIR At Home March book packages feature
everything a young maker needs to feel inspired
to create!

Along with our March Book of the Month, The
Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires, students
received a tube of Plus Plus building blocks, a
building challenge calendar to encourage kids to
build their own Most Magnificent Thing, and
plenty of brand-new books for home libraries.

Based on the latest reading assessment data
from our partners at Anne Arundel County Public
Schools,  STAIR students are showing promising
improvement in their reading skills already. Our
students are persevering despite the challenges
of virtual learning and their hard work is paying
off.

We're excited for the continued growth of STAIR
At Home readers! 
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Every month, our STAIR At Home students
receive a package of brand-new books
mailed right to their homes. Along with a
personalized selection of books for home
libraries and independent or family reading
practice, each student also gets their very
own copy of our Book of the Month. These
are the books our volunteers read and chat
about with students during our live, virtual
Book Clubs.

MARCH BOOK OF THE MONTH:
THE MOST MAGNIFICENT THING by Ashley Spires

In this story, a little girl and her special
assistant set out to build The Most
Magnificent Thing. The book introduces young
readers to lots of new vocabulary that might
be unfamiliar. 

A fun way to strengthen vocab skills after
reading is to have children draw their
definitions of each new word. 

Using the list below, ask your child to draw a
picture for each word (hints encouraged!):

"IT'S SO ENERGIZING TO BE HELPING WITH
THE STUDENTS DURING THIS TIME."
-Dottie LaPenta, STAIR At Home Volunteer
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The family reading nook

from The  Most Magnificent Thing by Ashely Spires, 2014

Find more great reading activities at
www.rif.org/literacy-central


