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Welcome, janet huang!

It is with great excitement that we announce the addition of Janet Huang to
our Board of Directors!

Janet comes to STAIR with an impressive background in child development and
early childhood education. She's currently employed at Montessori International
Children's House in Annapolis as a Teacher's Assistant, where she works closely
with teachers and students to prepare lessons, guide children through daily
self-directed activities, report on student progress, and engage with families.

As a high school student, Janet got a job working in her local library, where she
helped review new books, assisted with creating reading displays, and offered
reading recommendations to children and families.

"It's where I really developed my love for books, especially for children's books
and for libraries," Janet says. "I still share the joy of reading a good children's
book together with my daughters."

In her spare time, Janet enjoys yoga, a good podcast, testing new recipes, and
spending time on the water. An avid star-gazer and cloud-watcher, she's also
passionate about supporting local small businesses, farmer's markets, and
embracing new experiences and adventures.

We're thrilled to have Janet join the STAIR-Annapolis team and are looking
forward to her valuable contributions to our Board!
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news from stair at home

"This is so kind. She really loves
the books and letters."
-Mom of Arianna, STAIR At Home student

STAIR AT HOME BY THE NUMBERS, JANUARY 2021

STUDENTS ENROLLED...............................................................
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BOOK CLUB ATTENDANCE.....................................................

STUDENT PEN PAL REPLIES......................................................

FAMILY WEBSITE VISITS.........................................................

STUDENTS ALREADY READING AT GRADE LEVEL........................
(according to AACPS iReady assessments)

120

480

+35%

50%

+50%

12

After a well-deserved winter break, STAIR At Home programming
resumes this month. We're at full program capacity, with 120
students now registered--our largest enrollment ever!

January book packages are on their way to students' homes, full of
new books, a reading comprehension dice game, bilingual
bookmark, family welcome card, and Pen Pal supplies.

Our secure family website has been updated with new story
videos from our Guest Readers, literacy lessons from our Tutorial
Coaches, and reading resources for families from our Research
Aides.

Book Clubs return later this month, where students and volunteers
will meet virtually to chat about The Snowy Day, our January Book
of the Month.

What did Peter want to do when he saw the snow?
What did Peter use to make tracks in the snow?
How did Peter feel when the big boys wouldn't let
him play?
What do you think Peter was thinking about in the
bath?

Every month, our STAIR At Home students receive a
package of brand-new books mailed right to their
homes. Along with a personalized selection of books for
home libraries and independent or family reading
practice, each student also gets their very own copy of
our Book of the Month. These are the books our
volunteers read and chat about with students during our
live, virtual Book Clubs.

JANUARY BOOK OF THE MONTH:
THE SNOWY DAY by Ezra Jack Keats

Here's a simple activity to help boost comprehension
after reading The Snowy Day: 

Have kids make a list of all the words they can think of to
describe snow. Then, write a sentence using some of the
words on your list. See if emerging writers can create a
whole story of their own. Don't forget the illustrations!

Ask:

Adapted from Keats Lesson Plans: The Snowy Day,
'A Flurry of Activities' 
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from The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats, 1962

https://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/lesson-plan/a-flurry-of-activities/
https://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/lesson-plan/a-flurry-of-activities/

